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difficulty of communicating with friends still at liberty. Yet
even this difficulty could be sometimes surmounted, and the
heroic Sophie de Condorcet, for instance, used to get leave to
enter the prisons in order to take portraits of the prisoners
for their friends outside, and she never feared to convey
letters to and fro. This separation was one of the most
painful experiences of the prisoners, and its bitterness appears
very pathetically in the touching letters of the poet Roucher
to his wife.1 The older prisons, however, which had served
as criminal prisons in former days, and which were now known
as "prisons jaeobines," as contrasted with the Luxembourg
and other " prisons muscadines/' were not so pleasant, for
in them existed close, dark cells, and the whole paraphernalia
of gaolers' appliances, and it can well be imagined that in the
Conciergerie, the stepping-stone to the Revolutionary Tribunal
and the guillotine, there was not much gaiety and liveliness
of heart. A most interesting literature exists on the prison
life in Paris during the Terror, and though of course many
incidents may be exaggerated, and many anecdotes touched
up in order to emphasise the liveliness and courage under
misfortune, of which Frenchmen and Frenchwomen are justly
proud, there can be little doubt that the course of life in the
prisons was not so sombre as might have been expected.2
This is the more natural, since the prisoners had now no fear
of a repetition of the massacres of September, and each hoped
that among the thousands of his companions in misfortune
he might escape. A more sombre tinge was, however, given
to prison life between the months of April and July, 1794,

1  Reprinted in Lescttre's Memoires  sur les  Oomites et les Prisons.
Paris: 1881.

2  Besides the works already quoted, see Les Prisons de Paris sous la
Revolution, by C. A. Dauban (Paris: 1870); Memoires d'un detenu pour
servir a I'histowe de la tyrannie de Eolespierre, by H. G. Riouffe, re-
printed in Bernlle and Barriere's series of Memoires; Tableau des prisons
de Paris sous le regne de Robespierre, two series (Paris: year III.); Almanack
des prisons, ou Anecdotes sur la Conciergene, le Luxembourg, etc.; and Les
Souvenirs d'un jcune prisonnier, ou Memoires sur les prisons de la Force et
dii Plessis (Paris . year III.).